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I want to start by thanking all the members and their families for taking time
out to attend the Regional Meeting in Cleveland, OH. The turnout was huge. If
you were unable to attend, you missed a great meeting, as well as touring Lincoln’s
huge company. Danny Hendrix and Wade Pilgreen put on a great and informative
meeting. I want to thank the Inside Guards for the good job they did keeping things
going in an orderly manner. Also, thanks to Lincoln Electric for allowing us to use
its facility to put on this meeting.
Danny spoke about the work for this year and said we could reach ten
million-man-hours for 2017. He also said 2018 and 2019 could be record-breaking
years if we can get the permits for the work. That, alone, should be enough reason
for all of us to attend town hall meetings to voice our support for acquiring these
permits. These are jobs for you!
I want to congratulate Jerry Dale Crabtree for his appointment as Business
Agent when Darrell Turner retires. He has some hard shoes to fill, but I know he is
up to the task and will do a great job. I’m looking forward to working with him.
Also, congratulations to Justin Wallace for his appointment as Financial SecretaryTreasurer when Wade Pilgreen retires. I know Justin will be an asset to us in this
capacity. Congratulations to Ed Coker for his appointment as Pension Director and
Steve Birgy for his appointment to the Finance Committee. I’m sure they will
serve the membership with the same personal commitment and professionalism
they have always shown in the field.
The work has slowed down a little, but it looks as if it will be picking back
up through the last few months of the year. I haven’t pre-jobbed anything in my
area in the past few months, but I’m sure that is going to change soon with the
Atlantic Coast and Atlantic Sunrise projects awaiting start.
I hope everyone is having a great and safe year, and wish all a Happy
Thanksgiving. I hope to see you in the field soon.

